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• Normalize a canonical form of 
taxonomies

• Collect large amounts of taxonomies
• Slice vertical “cartridges”
• Tag documents against those 

taxonomies
• Use tags to rank, search, classify
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• No “a priori” vertical
– Pragmatic ontologies
– Granular micro-verticals

• Open & dynamic semantics
– Personal views
– Custom thesauri

• Importance of ownership
– Content
– Thesaurus
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• No vertical taxonomies “a priori”: 
– MeSH includes all kinds of synsets like 

Education, Geography, in addition to medical 
information.

– “Medical” is horizontal for a medical expert; 
there is no limit to the granularity of verticality.

• Verticality is the right combination of 
semantic orientations needed to serve the 
expectations of the targeted customers.
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• “Mountain biking”
– Gear
– Apparel
– Diet
– Trail information
– Training programs
– Injuries treatment, etc.
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My Feeds

Grinder

MY ClassificationHER Classification
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• More is never enough
– Press thesaurus: 1,000s
– Northern Light: 10,000s
– Excalibur: 1,000,000s
– Real world: Endless
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Social Web

Special 
Interest 
Groups

Communities 
of Practice

Thousands of 
Thousands

Millions of 
Hundreds

Billions of 
Individuals
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GLUE
Association
Taxonomy
Partonomy

Ontology = Special Interest

Dynamic Lexicon

Thousands

Millions

Billions



�����������	�
���
	�

����
���������
��

claude@hotgrinds.co
m

Search Engines 2007


