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Google to Unveil a New Service Offering Financial News, Data
By Kevin J. Delaney672 words21 March 2006
The Wall Street JournalB3 English (Copyright (c) 2006, Dow Jones & Company, Inc.)

Google Inc. plans to release today a new online financial-news-and-data service, in a move that could shake up established finance 
sites including those of Yahoo Inc. and Microsoft Corp.Google Finance follows the traditional recipe for such offerings, providing a mix 
of stock quotes and charts, company news and corporate data. It is too early to know whether Google Finance will steal users from 
existing offerings, but the Mountain View, Calif., Internet company's broad consumer reach and recent success with new services 
such as Google Maps suggest its arrival could cause established providers of online financial news and data to react.  Google said 
the quality of interactive charts, the breadth of its news sources and its skill at pulling in other information from the Web will set it apart 
from rivals.Yahoo's Finance site attracted the most U.S. visitors of all financial-news-and-information sites in February, with about 12 
million visitors, according to research firm NetRatings Inc. The financial sites of Microsoft's MSN and Time Warner Inc.'s CNN were 
second and third, with 11 million and 8.5 million visitors, respectively. Dow Jones & Co., publisher of this newspaper, owns financial 
Web sites including The Wall Street Journal Online and MarketWatch.com.  Unlike many other finance sites, Google doesn't have its 
own editorial staff. As with its existing Google News site, it provides links to other sites that do for financial and company news, 
tapping more than 4,500 English-language sources for the news. Google is licensing some market data and other information from 
sources such as Hoover's Inc., Morningstar Inc. and Reuters Group PLC for inclusion on its site. It is also providing links to relevant 
Web logs and creating Google Groups where users can post commentary about specific companies.  Google Finance's features 
include stock charts with top news events highlighted on the charts, and links to related news articles appearing alongside. That is 
designed to allow users to examine the reasons behind swings in share prices. Consumers can also enter their stock portfolios to
track them. Some analysts said Google's introduction of a finance site makes sense and has long been expected. They said Google's
entry into the category could cause Internet-portal sites such as Yahoo and MSN and higher-end financial information services to 
rethink their finance offerings. "This information is around in other places," said Susan Feldman, a vice president at research group
IDC in Framingham, Mass., whom Google briefed ahead of the release of Google Finance. "It's the degree to which all of the pieces 
are tied together and are interactive that makes this an extremely useful site," she added. Danny Sullivan, editor in chief of the 
"Search Engine Watch" Web site, who was also briefed by Google, said that Google Finance was "overdue" and that it could have the 
most impact in attracting new users rather than stealing consumers away from other finance sites."We've had lots of competitors over 
the years," said Yahoo Finance General Manager Peggy White. She said Yahoo plans to release improved tools and graphics on its 
finance site in the coming months and intends to keep enlarging its user base. Google Finance won't initially carry any 
advertisements, though Senior Product Manager Katie Jacobs Stanton said the company will consider that in the future. Google Vice 
President Marissa Mayer said that consumer surveys about 15 months ago pointed to two holes in Google's offerings: mapping and 
finance services. Google released an online mapping service last winter. Ms. Mayer said Google was working on customizing the 
presentation to users of different categories of information through its Web-search results, rather than necessarily creating separate 
sites for other areas beyond finance. "You might be able to imagine doing a search and then switching to a different mode that 
presents that information in an interesting way," Ms. Mayer said.
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DIVISION OF LABOR --
ABN Amro is "going to set the stage for a lot of oth er global corporations 
looking at this model very seriously," says TCS CEO  Ramadorai .

Paul McDougall | 1640 words | 5 September 2005 | InformationWeek181054
English | Copyright (c) 2005 CMP Media LLC 
"There is no single vendor who can satisfy all of our requirements ... one size 
doesn't fit all," said Lars Gustavsson, ABN Amro Holding NV's CIO, during a 
conference call last week. Outsourcing IT work to multiple vendors also offers 
greater geographic coverage, Gustavsson said, noting that last week's 
agreements will provide services for ABN Amro operations from Brazil to Japan.
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Questions?

Lou Paglia
Director, Factiva Core Products

Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
lou.paglia@dowjones.com


