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the latent web



a brief history of search









Yahoo!



Altavista



Google



But...



You don’t always know how to search for something

You don’t always know you had to search for something

You don’t always have the time to search for something

Links were a good way of getting round



Can you combine the ying of links 
with the yang of search?



delicio.us

flickr



So...



(Pages, sites, images, videos, blogs, podcasts, 
vlogs, dynamic pages, profiles, yadda, yadda)

The web is not just a set of objects

It is also a collection of connecting links
(regular links, tags, friend-lists, buddy lists 

distributed via http, email, icq, messenger, etc, 
etc)



The links join related objects together

together, they create a known, explicit, 
linked web that is home not just to objects, 

but also the relationships that exist between 
those objects

aka the ikea ideal internet...



But...



A: Given the opportunity, people create stuff

B: Moore’s Law makes opportunity very cheap

Therefore: Lots of stuff is getting created.  

And: Creating links to keep up with stuff-growth is hard.

The Big Content Problem of the web



tas.ty

candl



There are more potential
links than actual links.



Under the web we know,
there is a Latent Web.



Using one object would imply other objects

You wouldn’t need to know when to look for objects

Objects would be linked, regardless of source and 
format

The latent web is already here, we just can’t 
see or navigate it yet



blinkx Pico: your view onto the Latent Web



Other attempts to chart the Latent Web

The Semantic Web project(s)

Flickr, delicio.us, Y! My Web, etc

Apple (and blinkx!) Smart Folders, Win FS



Think of the number of ways the objects in your 
enterprise ought to be connected

Think of the number of links/search tools that link 
those objects together today

The delta is your enterprise’s Latent Web

What it may means to you



Keep digging; 
there’s links in 
them thar data



(thank you)


